CHAPTER THREE

The JAMES Family in Llandygwydd Parish

The JAMES Family at Tregiby

WILLIAM JAMES at Cappel and Trewindsor




The

JAMES FAMILY in LLANDYGWYDD Parish

One- of the executors named by William James of Tregiby in his
will was his nephew David James of Cawrence in the parish of Llan-
goedmore. Before his marriage this David James was farming at
Cilfallen in Brongwyn parish. Then in June 1850 he married Sara
Eliza Jones, the widow of John Jones of Cawrence who had died in
1848, leaving her with four young sons between 3 and 10 years of
age. ©OSara was twelve years older than David James and there were
no children of their union. After the marriage David James carried
on the farming business at Cawrence until he died there in July 1874
at the age of 56. His own will names his brothers and sisters
individually as substituted residuary legatees in the event of his
youngest stepson, Charles Griffith Jones, dying under 21, which
did not happen; but although that provision did not take effect, its
list of names is useful fodder for the hungry genealogist. The
following is the obituary notice that appeared in the Cardigan and

Tivyside Advertiser.

THE

Cardigan & Tivy Hide Ahvectiser

well known and ~generally esteemed throughout
the distriot, while, as a suacoessfyl Agriouitur-
alist, his opinion on mattars relative thereto was
much SOIlgSIt after. Beneath a rough exterior, he
bad a free and generous nature, and was genere

Regiatared for Transmission sn the United Kinge
domn and «n Foreign Parta,

FRIDAY, JULY 31sat, 1874.
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DrATII oF MR, DAVID JAMER, oF CAWKENOR, —
It ix with feclingn of the sincerest regrot we have

this weck to record the demise of the above esti-

ally to be found in the foreground for any

purpose. By his death a vacanoy has been
oreated in tho neighbourhood which will not soon
bo filled, and his loss is wpoken of by all classes
of Socioty who knew him with feelings of pro-
found sorrow. Mr. James’ remains were interred
in Llangoodmore Churchysrd to-day, (Friday),
amid the grief of 2u oxtraordinary largs number

of relations and friends, the funeral Cortege ibe
soif being upwarda of a mile in length,

mable gentleman, aftor a comparatively short ill-
ness, on Tuesday morning last. Mr, James was

At his marriage David James named his father as "Thomas James,
Freeholder''; and in the census returns he gave Llandygwydd as the
parish of his birth. The registers of that parish record the bap-
tism there on 24th May 1818 of '"David, son of Thomas and Mary James
of Hafod, farmer'. The same register has several earlier entries for
other children of Thomas James of Hafod, who was almost certainly the
brother of William James of Tregiby. My cousin, Mr. Lyn John has :.-
found the will of Maud James of Hafod, who died in 1820, and we think
that she was the mo*her of Thomas and William, both of whom are named
in the will. To answer the guestion who was their father, we must
look first at the Llandygwydd parish register, which shows a marriage
on 7th July 1767 between "James James of this parish and Maud Griffiths
of Cardigan''s Then we examine the Land Tax Assessments - because none
of those has survived in Cardiganshire, we can only lcok at the nation

wide reccrd for the single year 1798 which is held at the Fublic Record



Office at Kew. I have repraiiced some extracts from those assessments

made in the parishes of Llandygwydd and Llangoedmore, which indicate
that James James was the proprietor and occupier of Cringamawr, a

farm lying in both parishes. He was also the tenant of Havod in Llan-
dygwydd and owned another farm as well. We know from the registers of
the Blaenanerch chapel that William James was in occupation of Cringa-
mawrrin 1810/ﬁ2, before he went to Tmgiby, so I feel little doubt that
James and Maud James were the parents of both William and Thomas James.
The names of some at least of their other children can be read in

Maud James' will.

I think that we can indeed go back yet one more generation of the
Jameses on the strength of the will of a certain "Thomas James of the
parish of Llandygwydd, Yeoman" which I came across at the Natioal Library
of Wales; a rough summary of it is reproduced on a later page, made when
I did not think that it really had much relevance - if I visit Aberyst-
wyth again I shall try to get a full copy. It will be seen that the
testator left all his real estate to his eldest son James, who I now
think was the same person as the James James whose name appeared in the
LTA's, 15 years after his father's death, as the proprietor of the lands
he had inherited.

One has only to look through the parish records to see that the
countryside of Cardiganshire (and Pembrokeshire) supported a legion of
Jameses, whose births, deaths and marriages figure prominently in the
registérs and whose memorials are plentiful in the village churchyards.
In the very early years of the 19th century Tregiby was occupied by
Levi and Mary James (born Mary Jones), who were married at Llangoedmor
in September 1800 and many of whose children were, up to 1815, bvapt-
ised and buried there, according to the church registers. Then Levi and
Mary seem to have moved to Cappel farm and William James took over
Tregiby. I have no real clue as to whether William and Levi were
related, and if so how, but it is noteworthy that when William married
Margaret Jones in 1805 the register was signed by Levi James and James

vames as witnesses.

Incidentally, it is perhaps worth mentioning too that the
LTA's at Kew show Tregiby as owned in 1798 by Mrs. Johnes and occupied
by David Jones. This David Jones is buried at Llangoedmor, where his
gravestone is inscribed '"late of Tregiby'"; he died in November 1835,
aged 81. He was, I think, the father of William James' first wife,
Margaret. The wife of Levi James was a Mary Jones, and she and Margaret

may have been sisters.
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e

the WILL of THOMAS JAMES of the parish of ILlandyswydd

in the County of Cardigan Yeoman

To my wife ELIZABETH - the tenement called Tre'r Cregin, Aberporth

with all the cottages thereon during her widowhood, except
£2 she is to pay to eldest son JAMES. If she remarries
she shall have only the said £2 a year for life; and on her

death or remarriage the said tenement to go to eldest son

JAMES .

my son JOHN (1) £80 - £60 to be paid by son JAMES within a year

after he gets possession of Tre'r Cregin, and £20 on JOHN
attaining the age of 22;
(2) a horse or mare to the value of £4;

(3) all the sheep he has his earmark upon.

my Daughter MARGARET - £40 - half to be paid in two years after

getting possession of Tre'r Cregin and half when she
attains 22; also a new chest and a pair of bedclothes

suitable to her rank and condition.

my daughter MARY -~ £40 - half to be paid in three years after

getting possession of Tre'r Cregin and half when she
attains 22; also a new chest and a pair of bedclothes

suitable to her rank and condition.

A ea gl Bl
my eldest son JAHES - A1l my?es%ate except as above devised and

bequeathed also the sum of £1.1/- to be paid to him by

mv executors one month after my decease.

ALL my stock crops and ALL my other effects moveable and immoveable

except the above bequests and devises to my wife ELIZABETH

and my voungest son WILLIAM whom I also appoint as my

Executors.

The Testator naned three grandsons leibes-—eii-tdren who were required
Ny * < -
B . - . . i
to see that the terms of his will were faithfully carried
et 7
cut. A
§ o+ b A
v Dated 17th September 1707
Probate granted 16th Septembar 1733,

DB



EXTRACTS from the
LAND TAX ASSESSMENTS 1798 COUNTY of CARDIGAN
Proprietor Occupier Sums assessed
PARISH of LLANDYGWYDD
David James, Gent. Rhippinllwyd 5s.
Samuel John
Mrs. Gwynne HAVOD, 16s.
JAMES JAMES
JAMES JAMES CRINGAMAWR ks,
JAMES JAMES -
JAMES JAMES PENTREGWI{UCHA
John Lawrence ks,
PARISH of LILANGOEDMORE
Rev. John Jenkins Kilbronne, Mrs. Jenkins £1. 6.,
Thomas Lloyd. Esgq. Cawrence (self 1. 2., 9
John Vaughan, Esq. Trewinsor do 1. 2. 9
Rev, John Jenkins Tyrllwyd, Wm. Evans 12. 5%
Rev. David Tufner Canllefas, John Davies 13. 10,
lrs. Vaughan Part of Trevwtial, John James L, 10%
Thos., Pryce, Esq. Brongoch, John David 3. 3.
James Bowen Crigzdy Moidy 1. 7%
George Bowen, Esg. part of Crigdy Moidy, Griffith James 1. 7%
JAMES JAMES Part of CRYNGA, JAMES JAMES 3. 3
Thos., Lloyd, Esq. Nantycrymanny Enoch James %s 3
do do Cogdmore, Thos. Lloyd, Esq. L, 2, 104
Rev. W, Thos,lloyd Tythes 3. 6. T
David Bowen Trevorgan, David Bowen 6. 6
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The JAMES FAMILY at TREGIBY

One of the grand-daughters of Griffith James once told me that
her father used to say that his grandfather (William James) had 2k
children. My searches have revealed 20 children, but there are gaps
in the early years of my great-grandfather's first marriage which
could accommodate other children, who might possibly have died in
infancy. Even so, twenty children is an enormous family - the fruit
of nearly forty years of procreation on two wives, both of whom died
in their early forties. Some of the oldest of those twenty came to my
knowledge only when I was given a copy of William James' will, in which
he named all those then surviving, four of whom had married and left

home before the 1841 census, which was my original starting peint.

I have tried to construct branch tables of the issue of the
seven children of the second brood who grew up and married, partly
because I knew more about them and partly because they were brothers
and sisters of the whole blood of my grandmother. I have not attempted
to do the same for the sevemof the first brood who likewise married, and
who probably also had large families, because I knew nothing about their
descendants and the task daunted me anyhow. The exception is William
James the younger, and even in his case I have only copied out what I
found in the census returns, since I knew where to lock for-him and his

family, namely at Cappel and Trewindsor farms.

The fate of the David James who was vorn in 1829, apparently
the last child of the first marriage, is unknown to me. He appeared
in the census return for Tregiby on 7th June 1841 and was said to be
then 11 years of age. The death indexes at the General Register Office
1ist many David Jameses who died in the Cardigan registration area
during the 1840s - no less than 12 in the years 1842/LL - and several
more in the neighbouring districts; to make things difficult for the
searcher the indexes in those years do not give the ages of the deceased
persons. David must have died quite young, because if he had not done
so the second David James , born about 1843 /LL, would not have been SO

nameés
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CARDIGAN &

THE TABERNACLE.

A

Tabernacle, where the Genernl  Assembly

g was hold is the aldest Noneontormist €hurch
s 3n Cardigan, and also one of the oldest Meth-
- odist Churchee in Cardiganchire, Ite history

oos hnek ta 1740, when a il number of
oalvinistie Methenlists ne, far worship in n
eottage occupipd by a woman named Rachel
Evan ,which <l an the ground on which
the preesnt cluvwe ] buildinge now  stand.

Bhortly after 1740 tne pliues wis registersd as |}

a lawiul pluees in which ta bold religious ser-
viens, : oLk

Teaditionally, the “cane’ Liad ite origin in
the fiery ministry of Geerge Whitfield and
Howell Hntries, hmt this deox not seem to be
borne ont by the known faets,

After the registration of the house other
Noancanformista joined with the little hand of
Mothadiste in eareving on religions services
there. The Baptists helped considerably’ in
this wayv, and the good O,q-c-limz then  engen-
dormd betwiwen these two denominations pera
sints until the preeent dny,

The first chapel wae huilt in 1760, nned it
wnx enlled “Tabornacel™ hoennes this was the
name given by Whitfield to nll his chapels nle
moet without excention, Trustees of the new
ennse were appointed at the Asaocintion nt
Woodstork in 1775, and in the “History of
the Connexion appenres the following: “That
the ey, Mr. Jones of &t, Dogmaels, Moeaers,
Dauvid Morrie,  Sampson  Thomas,  Fnoch
Davies, and - Willinm Llovd  be  appointed
Trustees for the Meoting Honee nt Cardignn,
and they nre authorized teo colloet Monev 1n
order to dircharge the arreare due for huild.
ing the anid Meeting House, provided Mesrs
Roger and Ben Thomns deliver up the Trast
intn their hands,'" This quotation ie taken
from the dinry of the Rev, Nathaniel Row.
Inndy (son of Daniel Rowlands), The Rev,
Mr. Jones named wns the Viear of St, Dog.
masle, who waa in close sympnthy with the
Methodists and often went to Cardigan to s
sist them,

Although the Tabernnel wne huilt in such
early dnye, it ia not the oldest Methodist
Chapel 1n the County, Abermenrig Chapel

aving been huilt in 1600, Twrgwyn  heing

“huilt in 1750, and Llwynpied in 1753, Next

in order enme The Tahernnel and Llangeithe
which were built in the same vear,

Although this is the firet time for the Gen-
Acsembly to visit the Toabernacl, many
ble “Cymnnfa  Bregethn'  have heen

d there, There i rocord of two outatand-
dnring the 18th century, One is notabie

Sor the minchinntions of onemies of the cnuse,
wha planned ta brenk up  the “cymaunfa,”’
and they would nndoubtedly have sucereded
were it not that Sir Herbert Llovd of Fivne
nonhedr, the chief afficinl of the town at that
time, enme to the aid of the Methediste and
seattereed the schemes, The ather notable
“oxmanin® was one in which the redoubtable
Rev. Robert Roherte, Clynnag, preached,
This “eymania’™ was immortalised hy n e
acriptive song composed by Mr, John Fyans,
Argood, which ineluded the texts of the sere
mons prenched thereat,

t ean he anid that the Tabernacl has al-
waya heon fortunate in aecenring  gond  and
strong oflicers to fook  after  ita intpreats
through the venrs, [t was very fortunate at

TIVY-SIDE ADVERTISER, FRIDAY, JUNE 8th, 1934

"the ontset in having the Rev, Willinm Jones,
Vienr of St, Dogmaels, and the Rev. Mr.
'\\'illixunn. Ebenezer, n Baptist minister, to
fweint so willingly and well. The Connexion
“did nat appeint anybady to look after the
ennse for some Yenrs, but since then faithful
mnen have been at the helm,

Porhaps the fiest that shonld be named in
thix conneetion is John  Thomas, whe wnas
born in 1760 in the venr the chapel was built.
v He was o faithful elder for many years, and
when a revival broke out in Cardignn and St
P Dogmaels in 1704 he begnan to preach, Seven-
teen yYears after this, in 1811, he was ordained
at the Llandile Cyvmanfa, John Elins, the
great apostle of Methedism, expreoseed the
topinion that John Thomas was the most sen-
«thlee in the Methadist Connexion. Hea died

in the pulpit for 55 yenrs,

.\nntlu-r who gnve priceless sorvice to the
Tabernael was Ebenezer Richard, He wns
horn on Dee, 3, 1781, at Trefene, Pem. He
was converted in the revival when about 20
yenrs of age and soon afterwards began to

weach, In 1806 he enme to Cardigan  as
i}nmil,\' tutor with Jnmea Bowen, K., of
, Liwengwair, the friend of Wesley, and  he
renderad service to the cause at Cardignn,
the effecty of which remnain to this day.

Two others rendered auch service ne to de-
sorve mention — Me, Willinm Williams and
the Rev, Robert Fyans, the lntter of whom
wis ardnined nt Dol in 1828,

The first pastor of the church was the Rev,
Robert itoberts, the hrother of feunn Gwvyllt,
the pionecer of the “Cymanfa Ganu”’  lLike
his heather he waa n good musician, He waa
instituted nt the Tabernael in 1858 and he
rendered great service to the Church, and

especinlly to the young people.
He wns followed by the Rev, Meidrym
Jones in 1870, hut he only staved & short

time,

In 1881 the famous Rev. Griffith Davies he-
came pastor, coming  to Cardigan  from
Naswn Street, London, During his pastorate
'th‘ Rev, Willinm Jones was a member of the
‘('huru-h. He rendered great public service to
rthe town und waa elpeted Mayor.
| itn 1806 the Rev. De, J. G. Moelwsn
| Hughes, M.A., Ph.D., was instituted to the
pastorate. He enriched the pulpit in his long
pastorate of 21 yvears, and he loft for Birkeu.
wad, much to the regret of his flock.

Dr. Moelwen Hughes was followed by thas
Rev. R, R, Willinme, M.A., who wne made
pastor in 1923, who afterwards loft for Col-
wyn [lay and who hns now a pastorato in
Amerien,

In April 1929 the Church gave n “enll’ to
the preeent pastor, the ev, . Currie
Hughea, LA, and he commenced on  his
dutins in September of that vear.

The present chapel is the fourth to he
erected at Cardignn,  The firet was built in
1760, the recond in 1776, the third in 1807,
and the present buiiding in 1812, extensions
heing mado in 1864 and 192,

In 1837 Mpes, Catherine Baynes hought the
property and it i« now frechold property, A
Apacious new vestry was opened at the hack
of the chapel in 1923,

[}

at the age of 89, after serving the Connexion |
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of Tregiby (1782-1859)

The WILL of WILLIAM JAMES
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The WILL of WILLIAM JAMES late of Tregibby in the parish of
St.Mary's, Cardigan in the County of Cardigan, Farmer, who died
on the 7th March 1859 at Tregibby aforesaid was proved at
Carmarthen by the oaths of WILLIAM JAMES of Cappel in the said
parish, farmer, the Son, and DAVID JAMES of Cawrence in the
parish of Llangoedmore in the said County, farmer, the Nephew,
and the Rev. DANIEL DAVIES of Cardigan aforesaid, Dissenting
Minister, the Executors.
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Tregiby farmhouse

(with wide-angle lens)

iregiby farmhouse
(with standarg lens)

(100~
(1982)

- and, in the yard below
the farmhouse, the silo
from the top of which the

. photographs were taken.
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